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man paid her a visit in her box, and people wondered that he
was not bold enough to accompany her home. He would
have been well received, firstly, because he was an English-
man, which is as much as to say a rich man, and secondly,
because he was remarkably handsome*
Zanowitch made a note of the state of the affairs, man-
aged to become intimate with La Lamberti, and then took
Lincoln to her house. Lamberti, who, of course, was in the
plot, showed herself most gracious to the young lord, -who
after that supped at her house constantly, and played faro
afterwards, with Zanowitch and Zen. The rogues took care
that he should win some hundreds of sequins to begin with;
the poor boy was a mere apprentice in their hands. He found
the hook so nicely baited with love and money, most allur-
ing, and swallowed it eagerly. According to the noble cus-
tom of his countrymen, he regularly got so drunk after
supper as not to be able to tell his right hand from his left,
which made him all the easier prey. By and by the pillage be-
gan; they were, in gambling terms, preparing him for the
grand cleaning out. Zanowitch won large sums from Lin-
coln, which Zen lent the young lord, who had promised his
tutor never to play on credit. In this way the unfortunate
dupe's debt went on increasing, until  he  owed Zen  the
enormous sum of twelve thousand guineas. He paid three
thousand guineas down, and signed three bills for the same
amount, and drawn on his banker in London. It was Lord
Lincoln himself who told me all this, when I met him some
time afterwards at Bologna,
The day after the famous sitting, every one in Florence
wss talking about it. Tasso Tassi, the banker, had paid Zano-
witch six thousand sequins on my lord's order. Imagine my
surprise when three days later an individual came into my
room, and after having demanded my name, ordered me, on
the grand duke's authority, to leave Florence within three
days, and Tuscany in a week!
This was the 28th of December. On the same day three
years before I had received orders to leave Barcelona. I